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Mary, Mother of God. It is most fitting that after the feast of the birth of 
Christ we celebrate the feast of the Mother of God on the first day of the 
year. God gave us a new beginning by sending His son to us. And we begin 
the New Year with Mary the mother of Jesus and our Mother. 
 

In the council of Ephesus 431, the church officially proclaimed, Mary the mother of God. And 
Vatican II declared that Mary’s motherhood embraces the whole of humanity. 
 
Mary did not know all that God wanted of her, but she humbly said “yes” to God and co-
operated generously with God’s salvific plan. Her response was in terms of faith and obedience. 
God chose her to be the mother of Jesus and to be our mother.  
 
When the name Jesus was given to him, it was meant to reveal that Jesus came to save us and 
bless us. “So, shall they invoke my name upon the Israelites, and I will bless them” was God’s 
own promise. (Num.6:27). 
 
The name of Jesus has the power to save us from selfishness, envy, hostility, and animosity. It 
can deliver us from discouragement, depression, and despair. The name of Jesus has the power 
also to bless us with special gifts and graces. 
 
Mary’s unfailing faith and trust in God, should inspire us all, throughout the New Year. We 
Christians truly hope that this year will be a bright new year because we strongly believe that 
Jesus will continue to be with us, saving us and blessing us.  
 
As we expect Jesus to continue to save us and bless us in the New Year, he expects us to make 
some magnanimous New Year resolutions. 
 
Dad’s resolution: On new year day, in one family everyone was speaking about new resolutions 
and ten-year-old child asked his father: "Well, Dad, what’s your New Year’s resolution?”. And 
the father, very proudly said: "To make your mother, as happy as I can, all year,". Then the child 
asked his mother, "What’s your resolution, Mom?" and the mother replied,” To see that, your 
dad keeps his, New Year’s resolution." 
 
Some of us may not like resolutions because we think, we can never keep them.  But it does not 
matter if we fail to keep our resolutions. What is more important is that they be well thought out 
and that, we begin to carry them out, at least once. God does not expect us to keep all our good 
resolutions without failing.  
 
However, he hopes that we will search regularly for new experiences of his presence with us in 
our determined effort to keep them. 
 



It was a woman who made possible for God to be born as man and remain with us as the risen 
savior. “When the appointed time came, God sent his son, born of a woman. (Gal.4:4).  
 
That woman is Mary, the Mother of God. Yes, we honor Mary today because, it was she who 
first participated in the dramatic ending of the old and the beginning of the new, when she 
brought forth Jesus and presented him to the Shepherds. (Lk.2:16), Magi and to the whole world. 
Hence, we celebrate the feast of the Mother of God as the crowning of the Christmas season, and 
we begin the New Year by honoring her.  
 
Mary is not only the Mother of God, but she has also been given to us, as our Mother as well so, 
we can hold her hand and continue our journey in faith. Mother Mary is the new Eve.  
 
Eve, the mother of the human race brought death by her disobedience, both, for herself and to the 
whole human race, but Mary, the new Eve, brought forth life by her obedience. 
 
Cardinal Newman, who brought forth the contrast between Mary and Eve said. As Eve lost 
privileges by sin so, Mary earned privileges by the fruits of grace, As Eve was disobedient and 
unbelieving so, Mary was obedient & believing. As Eve was a cause of ruin to all, Mary was a 
cause of salvation to all. 
 
As Eve made room for Adam’s fall, So, Mary made room for our Lord’s reparation of it, As Eve 
co-operated in effecting a great evil, Mary co-operated in effecting a much greater good. 
 
This New Eve, Mother Mary is the Mother of all the Christians. Hanging upon the cross, Jesus 
pointed out to St. John, the beloved disciple, said to Mary His Mother,” Woman, here is your 
son. 
 
Then He said to St. John,” Here is your Mother. (Jn.19:26). St. John stood at the cross, not only 
as the beloved disciple of Jesus, but also, as the symbol and representative of the believers in 
Jesus. 
 
At Jesus birth Mary became His Mother and at his death, she became Mother of all his disciples. 
In giving St. John as a son to Mary at the cross, Jesus entrusted all the believers to Mother Mary. 
All believers, who are the brothers and sisters of St. John are also the sons and daughters of 
Mother Mary.  
 
 We need Mary as our Mother to support us on our journey through the New Year. We need her 
faith when we don’t see a way, her hope when we run into a dead end and her love when others 
desert us. 
 
May Mary’s memory never leave us and may her image always inspire us. She is the mother of 
all the Christians. Mary, Mother of God, and our mother, pray for us. 


